

Full Day Care
(SEN)  Equality of opportunities 
General Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Equal opportunities

Providers must have and implement a policy, and procedures, to promote equality of opportunity for children in their care, including support for children with special educational needs or disabilities.

Policy statement

We provide an environment in which all children, including those with special or additional educational needs or disabilities, are supported to reach their full potential.

· We have regard for the SEND: Code of Practice 2014 (updated May 2015) 
· We use the SEND: guide for early years settings September 2014
· We ensure our provision is inclusive to all children with special educational needs or disabilities. 

· We support parents and children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).

· We identify the specific needs of children with special educational needs or disabilities and meet those needs through a range of SEN strategies.

· We work in partnership with parents and other agencies in meeting individual children's needs.
· We monitor and review our policy, practice and provision and, if necessary, make adjustments.
All children have abilities and personal qualities, which require recognition by staff and parents. A child may throughout, or at some time during their pre-school time, have additional educational needs or learning difficulties. These may arise from physical, sensory or intellectual impairment, or from emotional delay. The child should be identified and where possible ensure their needs are
met within the pre-school, realising that this is a shared responsibility between parents, staff and external agencies when necessary.

Aims and Objectives

· To provide for the needs of every child within a stimulating environment.

· To give every child the opportunity to benefit from a well balanced curriculum.

· To provide pre-school activities that are relevant, but above all, planned so that each individuals potential is met.

· To encourage all pre-school staff to become more aware of the differing needs of the children and to offer support.

· To provide additional and appropriate support for a child where necessary within the resources of the pre-school.

· To meet the needs of the children with an Education,  Health Care plan.

· To regularly observe and record each child’s individual development.

· To meet any special dietary needs or medication that a child requires.

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator SENCo
The named SENCO for Bobtails is


 Rebecca Jessop
The named DEPUTY SENCO for Bobtails is


Elizabeth Thompson
The SENCO’s role in the group is to:
· Liase with parents and other professionals in respect with children with Special Educational needs.

· Advise and support other practitioners within the setting.

· Ensure appropriate Individual Educational Plans are in place (IEP).
· Ensure that the relevant background information about individual children with S.E.N. is collected, recorded and updated.

· Monitor and evaluate the SEN policy – Update it yearly.
Admission arrangements for children with Special Needs

Admission for all children is in our admissions policy, and also quoted in our Equal Opportunities policy.
Specialist facilities and staffing

The unit has a disabled toilet, wheel chair access and doors that are wide enough to take the width of a wheel chair at our main entrance.

There are staff that have received a variety of special educational needs or disabilities courses.

Staff members would undertake any specialised training that is required.

Resources we provide for children with special educational needs or Disabilities.
Bobtails’ has access to a wide and varied range of equipment and toys. 

The Plymouth Inclusion Service, enables us to borrow any specialised equipment and toys, which we may need.

Various agencies provide specialised equipment and resources, which we also have access to.

Identification and assessment of Children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities.
SEND Support

This is where if we have concerns regarding a child after observing them for a set period of time, we gather information about the child and inform parents/carers of our concerns. Then from these take actions to meet the child’s needs in the setting, using the I.E.P.  Then monitoring and reviewing any progress made, at all time liaising with parents/carers.

Early SEND request for involvement

If after the above steps have been taken and a child still has difficulties then, with permission of parents, the next step forward will be, Bobtails can request support from other professional agencies, for a child through the gateway. This request can be advice or to request a professional to work with the family and child.  This is a multi-agency response.
Individual Educational Plans

IEPs would continue to be used, meeting and consultations with parents/carers would be held regularly with the groups SENCO and any other parties involved.

Parents/carers will be provided with the names of voluntary organisations that may offer assistance, help and support. The child will be supported within the pre-school, liaising with outside agencies that become involved.
Education Health Care Plan (EHC)
Contains the child’s educational need, (what they can/cannot do) the special educational needs provision that will be provided, the placement that offers additional support best suited to the child’s needs, if different from the pre-school that the child is attending.

Any non-educational needs that outside agencies have agreed on.

Any non-educational provision that would meet the child’s needs.
Early Help Assessment (EHA)Page Content                                                                        The EHA is a simple way to help identify needs of children and families and make a plan to meet those needs. It is a shared tool which can be used by all agencies in Plymouth who are delivering early help. Its purpose is to provide a co-ordinated response so no-one misses out on the support they may need.
Early Years Foundation Stage to include children with Special Educational Needs
All activities planned can be adapted to accommodate any child with special needs, taking into account any IEP.

Early Years Foundation Stage Planning and Inclusion of SEN
Long, medium and short term planning is arranged to ensure that specific needs of a child are met in all aspects of the framework. This includes creative play, physical activities and equipment, and sensory play.
Small group work

1:1 staffing as required supporting the child’s learning. Regular meetings with staff to ensure that all staff are made aware of the child’s needs.

Our Learning environment provides the opportunities for all children to be included in the setting as a whole: The environment is designed to be light and stimulating, to enrich the learning experience. We try to ensure there are not physical barriers to the child’s learning. All children irrespective of their special needs are encouraged wherever possible and appropriate in all the groups’ activities.
The Learning Environment

All children would be offered and involved in all curriculum activities, and actively involved in every aspect of pre-school, either with or without support from adults
Evaluation of Special Educational Needs Policy

The policy will be reviewed and amended on any legislation change, or through the circumstances of any new or different scenario’s that arise. All staff should take part in monitoring and reviewing our policy.

Special Educational Needs Training

Through All Children First, staff are able to access SEND courses. SEND courses are available to all staff or relevant parents/carer’s who wish to attend.  Courses are regularly updated and cascaded to all staff members or relevant parents/carer’s.

All staff members are first aid trained and some staff members have received Code of Practice training and all staff adhere to the code.

Plymouth Information Advice and Support for SEND
This agency is available to support parents with the Code of Practice and general information.  Within the unit there is a notice board where up to date leaflets and information is available for staff and parents to read.

Any IEP’s written are done with full parental consultation. Regular parent meetings are held to update the pre-school and the parents on how their child is developing.

Links with other Support Services and other Agencies

Links that the pre-school have and as parents/carer’s you may have come into contact with are as follows.

The Pre-school Advisory Service

The Speech Therapist

The Health Visitor

The Child Psychologist

Specialists within the specific field of concern

The School’s SENCO

A Learning Support Assistant

The Inclusion Service

Portage

Voice of the Child

We listen to our child’s views and consider this when we work out the I.E.P.

Transition Plus
All children are issued with a transition Plus Document prior to their arrival at their new setting; this is discussed with the parent/carer whenever possible and practical. With parental permission links are made by us with the new school or other setting prior to the arrival of the child whenever possible.
Useful Telephone Numbers

Plymouth Children’s Gateway   Tel:01752 668000  - select children’s services option 1

   Email: gateway@plymouth.gov.uk
( Advice on child protection concerns

( Concerns over the safety of a child

NSPCC’s Helpline on 0808 800 5000, email help@nspcc.org.uk, or visit the NSPCC website at www.nspcc.org.uk/neglect.
Further guidance

· Issues in Earlier Intervention: Identifying and Supporting Children with Additional Needs (DCSF 2010)
· Early Years Foundation Stage and the Disability Discrimination Act (DCSF 2010)
· Early Years: SEND Code of Practice (DfES 2014)

· SEND: guide for early years settings September 2014
· Integrated review for two year olds March 2016
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